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Xeriscape Your Landscape
Xeriscape (pronounced zer-a-scape) is a term used to describe landscape design and use in a 
way that reduces or eliminates the need for irrigation. In Chanhassen, up to 30% of residential 
water is used to irrigate lawns and gardens. Xeriscaping can reduce this amount up to 75%. 
Source: http://eartheasy.com/grow_xeriscape.htm

Xeriscaping not only saves water, it can reduce maintenance, fertilizers and pesticides 
needed, money spent on your water bill, fuel for your lawn mower, and often uses 
native plants that attract wildlife. 

Here are some steps you can take to 
Xeriscape your own yard:

1. SKETCH A PLAN
Draw an aerial view of your property. Include structures 
as well as existing landscape features. Note sunny and 
shady areas, as well as drainage patterns, low areas, 
hills, etc. This will help you to establish planting zones 
of differing water needs. Consider the needs of each 
area of your landscape. Eliminate traditional turf in 
areas that are rarely used. A good rule to follow is to 
think of how often you walk or use an area of turf grass. 
If you rarely step on the area except to mow, find 
another use for it or remove the turf and plant it with 
trees, shrubs, or gardens. Areas to be left as traditional 
turf should be designed with curved edges, as these are 
more easily mowed and irrigated. Avoid small, irregular-
shaped island plantings in turf grass because they are 
difficult to irrigate. Trees and large shrubs can also be 
used as heating and cooling sources.

http://eartheasy.com/grow_xeriscape.htm
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3. SELECT YOUR PLANTS
Choose plants that are drought-tolerant. Native species 
are best because they are adapted to the local climate and 
once established (usually after two growing seasons), 
native plants need little to no supplemental watering. 
Group plants together according to their moisture and sun 
exposure needs. Place plants that need more moisture in 
low-lying, cool areas, such as along north and east facing 
slopes or retaining walls. Place trees strategically to 
provide shade and reduce wind evaporation. You can also

2. PREPARE YOUR SOIL AND HAVE IT TESTED
The University of Minnesota offers soil testing to homeowners for $15. Soil 
sample bags are available at Chanhassen City Hall.  For information on how to 
submit a sample, go to: http://soiltest.cfans.umn.edu/. Add organic matter or 
zero-phosphorous fertilizer according to your soil characteristics and results. This 
will prevent over-fertilization, which can be just as harmful to plants and lawn as 
under-fertilization, and pollutes our lakes and streams. When plants and turf are 
getting proper nutrients from the soil, they require less water. 

June Prize: 
RAINBARREL

plant trees as wind breaks and on the west side of your home to improve energy efficiency in your 
home. For a list of drought-tolerant plants, click HERE . 

4. MAINTAIN
Wait until you see moisture stress symptoms before irrigating. An abnormal gray-green color or 
obvious wilting indicates that a plant needs water. Water only when plants truly require it to help 
develop deep, strong root systems which will help them survive during dry periods. When watering 
is needed, water by hand with a hose, use drip irrigation, or use a soaker hose to reduce 
evaporation.   Maintain a mulch bed of 2-3 inches around plants, trees and shrubs. 

This will keep the soil moist around your plants and require less watering. There 
are several types of mulch available at local garden and landscape stores, or you 
can use things found around your yard, like leaves and grass clippings. For more 
information on mulch, click HERE. Source: http://eartheasy.com/grow_xeriscape.htm

Irrigation Users: 
Adjust your system to run 90% of 

your full cycle time 

Drawing on June 21

http://soiltest.cfans.umn.edu/
http://soiltest.cfans.umn.edu/
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/treecare/energy/index.html
http://www.extension.umn.edu/projects/yardandgarden/ygbriefs/h139mulch.html
http://eartheasy.com/grow_xeriscape.htm

