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• Place a clean bucket in the shower or under the faucet to catch water that is used while 
waiting for it to reach the desired temperature. Use this water again for almost any 
indoor or outdoor usage.

INDOORS:
• Water plants using leftover water from drinking glasses, de-humidifiers, and even 

dishwater or bathing water as long as it doesn’t contain cleaners that could harm 
your plants.

EVERYDAY 
WATER RE-USE 

AND 
RECYCLING 

Have you ever considered re-using or 
ǊŜŎȅŎƭƛƴƎ ǿŀǘŜǊΚ  aŀȅōŜ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ƛǘ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
realize it, such as pouring an unfinished glass 
of water on a plant or having a sprinkler do 

double-duty for playtime and irrigation.  
Much of the water we use indoors and out 

can be re-used or recycled for other 
activities. Here are some ideas for doing 

double-duty on water usage:

IRRIGATION USERS: 
Adjust your system 

to run 90% of your 
full cycle timeJune Prize: RAINBARREL
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OUTDOORS:
• Direct downspouts towards plants, especially 

those that need more moisture, instead of onto 
driveways and sidewalks.

• Save water from kiddy pools for dog-washing, 
watering plants, car-washing, or any other 
outdoor usage.

• Let children play in sprinklers while watering your 
lawn where it is needed most. Watering in the 
morning or evening is best to prevent 
evaporation.

• If you have an ornamental water fixture such as a 
water fountain, make sure it recycles the water 
it uses.

• Install a rainbarrel under downspouts, and 
capture rain water off of your roof to use later for 
watering plants and landscaping. For more 
information on rainbarrels, click HERE.

Rainbarrels are now available at the Carver County 
Environmental Center. For more information and to 
order, call (952) 361-1800.

EVERYDAY WATER 
RE-USE AND RECYCLING, continued 

Click HERE to view a US Drought Map

http://www.epa.gov/region3/p2/what-is-rainbarrel.pdf
http://www.co.carver.mn.us/departments/LWS/env-svc/envirocenter.asp
http://www.co.carver.mn.us/departments/LWS/env-svc/envirocenter.asp
http://www.srh.noaa.gov/ewx/?n=drought.html

