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You can have a great looking lawn and still conserve water. Watering
effectively and efficiently is great for your yard, your pocketbook and the
environment. Here’s how to maintain and irrigate your lawn using
WaterWise practices:

Only water in the mornings and evenings, ideally before 8 am or after
7 pm. Watering during the warmest part of the day uses the most water,
due to the high rate of evaporation and produces less desirable results.

Never water your lawn on a windy day.

Raise your lawn-mower deck. Turf grass has an almost 1:1 correlation
between its height and the depth of its root system. This means that if
you only allow your grass to grow to two inches, its root system only
reaches a depth of approximately two inches, and is not able to draw
moisture from deeper soils where more moisture is often retained.
Allowing your grass to grow to 3-4 inches results in a deeper root system.
Lawns and plants with deep root systems are more tolerant of
environmental stress such as drought and cold, and require less watering.

* Aerate your lawn at least once a year to increase infiltration (the ability of water to soak into the ground)
and reduce the amount of watering needed.

* Consider adding in or planting lawns with a no-mow or fescue seed mix. These grass seed mixes require
less maintenance, such as watering, mowing, and fertilizer applications.

* Don’t over-water. Most lawns only need 1 inch or less of water or rain per week. To find out how long or
how much you need to water your lawn, place a small catch can (tuna or cat food cans work well) on your
lawn while watering. When the can has filled to an inch in height, you’ve given your lawn the right amount
of water for the week! Over-watering your lawn can actually be harmful as it encourages a shallow root
system, as well as disease. How do you know if you are over-watering?

Some signs include:

Water running off of your lawn into the street

“Squishy” spots
Sink holes

Place a rain gauge in an open area of your yard. Adjust your
watering according to the amount of rainfall received.
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If you own an irrigation system, knowing how it operates and setting a schedule according to
current conditions is imperative for water conservation. Many of the irrigation systems owned
by homeowners are inefficient or are operating on inefficient irrigation schedules. These
homeowners are either unaware or do not know how to adjust them. If you’ve never adjusted
your watering schedule, don’t know how long your system runs or aren’t sure how to program
your irrigation system, a home visit by a WaterSense certified irrigation consultant can be very
valuable. Here are some tips for learning about your irrigation system and taking the
necessary steps to make sure it is operating efficiently.

¢ Evaluate your current irrigation system and schedule
1.

You may choose to contact an irrigation professional to come to your home to
perform an irrigation audit for you. An irrigation professional can adjust your
system so your lawn is receiving the amount of water it needs while reducing
water loss. For a list of irrigation professionals that are certified to implement
water efficiency best practices, go to: http://www.epa.gov/watersense/.
Generally, a basic irrigation audit costs $150 - $300, or $30 per zone, depending
on what services are requested.

Perform a self-evaluation of your current water use per watering cycle. Place a
catch can in each zone, or area of lawn that is watered by a spray head, about half
the distance between the spray head and the furthest point of spray. Note how
much water falls into the catch can over a normal watering cycle.

Look for inefficiencies in your system. Your system is ineffective and repairs need

to be made when any of the following are observed:

* Broken spray heads

* Sprayers that throw over hard surfaces such as driveways and sidewalks or
other areas that do not need to be irrigated

* Objects that deflect spray such as trees and retaining walls
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e Set your Schedule and Remedy Inefficiencies

1. Setyour schedule according to seasons and
needs. During mid-summer or times of
drought, you may need to run your system at
90 — 100% of its full cycle time. During other
parts of the year, you may only need to run it
for half its full cycle time.

Adjust watering zones in your irrigation system
by light, elevation and soil conditions. Shady,
low-lying areas need less watering than dry,
hilly areas. Also consider soil conditions. Most
soil in Chanhassen has a high clay content and
when compacted (as in most lawns) cannot
absorb water very fast. Runtimes over

15 minutes for sprays and 20 minutes for
rotors should be divided into two cycles so that
the water can soak in rather than run off. You
may want to set your schedule to water more
frequently, but with shorter run times.

IRRIGATION USERS:
Adjust your system

Repair or adjust your system to remedy any
problems or inefficiencies that were found, or
call a WaterSense certified irrigation

professional to make repairs and adjustments.

* Install a smart controller on your irrigation system
A typical 1/3 acre landscape with a conventional
irrigation system scheduled to run every other day for
15 minutes uses 10,000 gallons of water per week. By
using “smart” controllers, converting shrub and flower
beds to drip irrigation, and properly regulating water
pressure, at least a 25% water savings can be realized.
That’s 2,500 gallons per week!

MONTHLY
DRAWING

JULY PRIZE:

Timed Spigot/Sprinkler
or Irrigation Audit



http://www.ci.chanhassen.mn.us/serv/nresourc/baselineschedule.pdf
http://www.plumbingsupply.com/images/raindrip-water-timer-r672ct.jpg

