
WaterWise
WEEKLY

July 19, 2010

Chanhassen Minnesota 

Checking for Indoor and Outdoor Leaks
Leaks can waste thousands of gallons of water over 
time if they go undetected and/or are not repaired. A 
leaky or dripping faucet can waste up to 30 gallons of 
water per day, which is almost 11,000 gallons a year!   
A leaky toilet can waste up to 100 gallons a day or 
36,500 gallons a year!   These leaks not only waste 
water, they add to the water charge on your utility bill 
as well. Make a checklist and perform a leak check of 
your entire house and property for leaks at least four 
times a year. 

Here are some additional tips for detecting and fixing leaks in 
and around your home:

INDOORS
• Listen for the continuous sound of running water when nothing has been 

turned on.

• Look for wet or discolored spots on floors, ceilings, and walls.

• Track your utility bill from one quarter to the next, and year to year. 
If you notice a large increase, it may indicate a leak.

A leaky toilet 

can waste up to 

100 gallons a 

day or  36,500 

gallons a year! 

JULY PRIZE: 
Timed Spigot/Sprinkler 

or Irrigation Audit

IRRIGATION USERS: 
Adjust your system 

to run 100% of your 
full cycle time. 

• Read your water meter 
regularly. Perform a check by 
writing down the reading on 
your meter. Do not use any 
water for an hour or more. If 
there is an increase, you may 
have a leak.
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• Look for cracks or shifts in your building foundation or in the earth near it.  

• Check for drips and leaks in faucets regularly. Worn washers or O-rings can cause your faucets 
to leak. If the leak cannot be fixed by replacing them, you may have to replace the faucet. 

• Check for leaks in your toilet using a dye kit or food coloring. Put the dye into the tank only 
and do not flush for an hour or so. If the dye spreads to the toilet bowl, there is a leak in your 
toilet. Most leaks are due to the flapper inside the tank. Replacing it is relatively simple and 
inexpensive.  Leak test kits arrived in your introductory packet.  If you need more kits, please 
contact Krista Spreiter at: kspreiter@ci.chanhassen.mn.us, or 952-227-1173.

OUTDOORS
• Check your irrigation system regularly for broken or malfunctioning spray heads and lines. 

Squishy spots or puddles in your lawn may indicate a leak or break. (Or that you are 
overwatering your yard – check your irrigation run times.)  Have your system checked by a 
certified WaterSense irrigation professional.

• Check outdoor faucets, hoses, and sprinklers regularly for leaks and drips. Replace or repair 
when necessary. 

Checking for Indoor and Outdoor Leaks, (con’t)

than 1/8” of water over 24 hours or your automatic filler is 
running constantly, these may also indicate a leak. Source:  

http://www.americanleakdetection.com/tips-water-conservation.php

Worn washers 
or O-rings can 

cause your faucets 
to leak. 

• If you have a pool or spa, look for cracks in your pool shell, deck or surrounding ground, as 
well as any standing water or mushy spots around the pool or spa area.   If you are losing more
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