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• Always use a commercial car wash to clean your car.  
One of the most environmentally-unfriendly things you 
can do at home is wash your car in the driveway.  Even 
the most frugal home car washer uses more water 
than a commercial car wash.  Commercial car washes 
are also required by law to treat the used water 
whereas the homeowner’s used water, filled with 
detergents, oil, grease, and gasoline, flows straight 
down the driveway into the nearest water body.
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It’s often easy to forget about water conservation while doing 
other outdoor water-use activities and chores, such as washing and 
gardening. Here are some additional water-saving outdoor tips.

• Remember to use alternative cleaning methods when 
cleaning sidewalks, driveways, windows, etc. Don’t 
use your hose for these projects. For example, sweep 
hard surfaces using a broom and use a cloth and 
window cleaner for windows.

The graph to the left puts it into perspective.  
Most commercial car washes go even one step 
better by recycling some of the wash water.  Early 
rinses are later mixed in during the wash phases, 
saving lots of water.  If you must wash your car at 
home, follow these recommendations:  wash it 
on your lawn so that there’s no runoff and use a 
spray product like Ecolo Green Car Wash for 
almost water-free cleaning.



WaterWise
WEEKLY

Page 2

• When watering plants, trees & shrubs, reuse water 
from rainbarrels, kiddy pools, or other activities instead 
of using a hose. 

• Try using a bucket with a few holes in the bottom to 
irrigate plants.  Fill it with water and set it next to a 
tree, shrub, or plant that needs watering. This allows 
water to slowly and deeply infiltrate instead of
running off.

• When a hose is necessary for outdoor water use, use a 
sprayer attachment and make sure to turn the hose off 
when not needed. 

• Avoid fountains, landscape decorations, recreational 
toys, and others that use a constant flow of water 
without recycling.
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• Place ice cubes under the 
moss or soil of hanging 
baskets, planters and pots to 
give your plants a slow-
release of water and help 
eliminate water overflow.

• Use captured water from a 
rainbarrel or other rain 
harvesting system or use 
buckets filled with wash and 
rinse water for outdoor 
washing.  When you wash your 
pets, mowers, tools, lawn 
furniture, etc. avoid washing
them on hard surfaces so that there’s no runoff into 
the street. Source: http://wateruseitwisely.com/blog/category/home

Tip: Reuse water 
from the kiddie
pool to water 
your plants

Click HERE for a sample 
irrigation schedule
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